Students’ Association 
Film and Television Institute of India, 
& Law College Road, 
Pune: 411004 
Date - 25/10/2015 


The students of the Film and Television Institute of India write this letter to express their solidarity 
with the faculty, students and alumni of the Cambridge University who have expressed their 
discontent at the Indian Prime Minister’s visit to their university. 


Currently in the midst of an ongoing strike by the entirety of the students of the FTII that has been 
on for a stupendous 135 days against the farcical appointments made by the incumbent government 
to the apex governing body of our institute, we have gota very close up look at this government's 
extremely disconcerting vision towards the educational institutions in the nation as well as their way 
of dealing with dissent. 


The Prime Minister’s silence despite our repeated attempts at reaching out to him and asking him to 
intervene in this controversy was extremely disconcerting. To blatantly ignore the students peaceful 
and democratic strike, especially for such a stupendous amount of time in which the students 
sacrificed their academics and put at stake their professional future has been stunning to say the 
least. This issue has still remarkably not been resolved, despite several rounds of talks with the 
ministry, where we are constantly told that even the highest offices of the Information and 
Broadcasting Ministry do not have the ‘mandate’ to resolve our situation. The silence of the Prime 
Minister, therefore in this matter as well as several other incidents that have spread fear and 
insecurity in the nations citizens, bringing into question their freedom of speech and the nation’s 
secularism has been unacceptable. 


We immensely admire the initiative by the several stakeholders of the Cambridge University to 
register their discontent as your letter says at ‘the freedom of expression and academic freedom that, 
despite constitutional guarantees, is being steadily eroded in India’, 

We do feel that the importance of such protests cannot be understated enough, and the prime 


minister and his government must be made to feel accountable at the miscarriages of justice in the 
country and the worrying trend of the threat to the freedom of expression of its citizens. 


Warm Regards, 


Students’ Association, FTII 


